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Bulletin for January 5-18, 2020 



 

 

CALENDAR OF SERVICES & EVENTS 
 

*SUN  1/5/2020   EVE OF THEOPHANY; TONE 4 (FAST DAY)         

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Great Blessing of Water 

        Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall 

   After Coffee Hour Theophany Eve Service 

 

MON  1/6/2020   THEOPHANY—THE BAPTISM OF CHRIST (HOLYDAY)      

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy of St. Basil 

 

TUES  1/7/2020   2ND DAY OF THEOPHANY—ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST      

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

 

*SUN  1/12/2020   SUNDAY AFTER THEOPHANY; TONE 5          

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +Peter & +Helen Gula (Per.) 

            ++Soroka Family (Per.) ++Mudrey Family (Per.) 

 

MON  1/13/2020                       

   6:00 PM   Board Meeting 

 

*SUN  1/19/2020   31ST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST; TONE 6         

   9:00 AM   Divine Liturgy 

        Panachida:  +John Kolbrich, by wife Nona 

            ++Vudmaska Family (Per.)  +Andrew Guzi (Per.) 

 

You are Invited to the 

PARISHIONER APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 
on Sunday, January 26, 2020 following Divine Liturgy 

 
Throughout the year, we always say “thank you” to our parishioners, but we want to take the 

opportunity to gather for a meal as a community and show our thanks for all of your hard work 
and dedication over the past year. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Monday, January 6 is the holyday of the Baptism of Christ, known as Theophany (“the 
Revelation of God” in Greek).  Divine Liturgy for the holyday will be on Monday, January 
6th at 9:00 AM.  The second day of the feast on January 7th is dedicated to our Patron 
Saint, John the Baptist, and will be marked by Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM. 
 
House Blessings begin on Monday, January 6th. The “master schedule” of house bless-
ings was posted on January 1st and is available to review.  
 
Public Service Announcement— Don’t Hoard Old Holy Water!  As we celebrate the 
Blessing of Water, remember: while holy water doesn’t have an “expiration date”, replen-
ish your supply yearly.  Holy Water from the previous year should be poured outside 
(preferably onto the ground on a place where people don’t ordinarily walk). 
 
Installation of 2020 Church Board Officers will be on Sunday, January 26th. 
 
2020 Annual Parish Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26th, 2020 after Divine Liturgy. 
All members in good standing, who have met their spiritual and material obligations (i.e. 
have—at a minimum—participated in the sacraments of Holy Confession and Holy Com-
munion within the past year, and are financially supporting the parish) are encouraged to 
attend. 
 
Sponsorships Available:  Please visit our church office if you would like to sponsor the 
Bulletin, Eternal Lamp, Candelabrum, or Coffee Hour.  Be sure to clearly print all infor-
mation. 
 
“A Night In Belgrade” will be held on February 8, 2020 at St. George Serbian Orthodox 
Church Hall in Hermitage.  Information is on the bulletin board. 
 

SCAM ALERT! 
A large number of churches around the country—including many Orthodox churches—
have recently been the target of scammers. These individuals will use the name of a 
church’s pastor to create a fake e-mail account and send messages to church mem-
bers asking for gift cards for Amazon, iTunes, etc. and other items. PLEASE NOTE: Fr. 
David will NEVER send you an e-mail directly asking for gift cards or donations for an 
undisclosed purpose or personal use. 

 



 

 
As a parish community, we express our condolences to... 
 
Wife Jan, Debbie & John, Brandon & Taylor, and all family and friends of  

Robert Bobanick 
Who fell asleep in the Lord on November 15th, 2019 
 
Husband Frank and all family and friends of 

Donna Swetlech 
Who fell asleep in the Lord on December 21, 2019 
 
To all family and friends of  

Helen Wanchisin 
Who fell asleep in the Lord on December 24, 2019 
 

Blessed Repose and Eternal Memory! 
 
 

Stewardship 
By Dan Hromyak 

 
"Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh." - Matthew 2:11 
 
The image of the Magi kneeling before the infant Jesus and opening their treasure 
chests for Him is an image that we should all try to follow each day. In gratitude for 
all that we have been given, we are called to generously share all of our gifts, not 
just the ones we pick and choose.  God wants us to be generous with everything, 
but especially that one thing that means the most to you. 
 
"And a voice came from the heavens, saying, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I 
am well pleased." - Matthew 3:17 
 
Two thoughts come to mind when reading this. First, God, Our Father, is so gener-
ous, that he gave his only son, whom he really loves, to us so that we can have eter-
nal life with him in heaven. God, Our Creator, really loves us, too! Second, Jesus was 
obedient to his Father's will, even to the point of death. This is a reminder that our 
own lives are pure gifts from God and meant to serve God and others.  



 

 
DIVINE LITURGY “FOR LIFE” 

Friday, January 24th at 9:00 AM 
 
To spiritually unite with the hundreds of thousands who will be 
witnessing to the sanctity of life at the annual “March for Life” in 
Washington DC, we will gather on Friday, January 24th at 9:00 
AM for Divine Liturgy. Our prayer intention is that the sacredness 
of life will be respected by all in our country, and that those in-
volved in the sin of abortion will turn to God, our Merciful Father. 
 
Come and thank our Creator for the gift of life, as we affirm the value and sacred-
ness of all human life, from conception until natural death! 

Preparing for a House Blessing 
 
It is always a joy for me as a priest to come and bless your home at the start of the new 
year.  Here are a few reminders:  
 
Arrange a place for prayer at your dining room table or another location with an icon 
and/or cross, and a candle. 
 
Please make a list of any living and departed persons that you would like prayed for in 
the short service.  Have them clearly marked. 
 
Make sure the TV and music are off, and your phone is on “silent” so as not to disrupt 
the prayers. 
 
I will bring a holy water sprinkler that is already filled with holy water, so you do not 
need to place any holy water on the table. 
 
And remember: I am happy to visit and chat for a few minutes, but no snacks! 
 

See you soon! 
 

Fr. David 



 

 

Winter Weather, Illnesses, and Church Attendance 
 
Orthodox Christians are expected—even obligated—to be at Divine Liturgy on Sundays under or-
dinary circumstances. That last part is key. There may be any number of mitigating factors ex-
cusing us from attending Divine Liturgy. Winter weather and sickness can fall into that category. 
 
As a priest, it is both my great honor and my great responsibility to offer the Divine Liturgy. I 
avoid cancelling any scheduled liturgies on Sundays and holydays. In most circumstances when 
there is snow, Sunday Liturgy will not be cancelled. In the rare event that weather conditions 
make it impossible for us to assemble for Sunday Liturgy, our board members and I will spread 
this information as soon as possible. 
 
However, I want to stress the following: when it comes to winter weather, use “common sense” 
and your best judgment. This is something you have to determine for yourself. Whether it is 
snow, ice, or extremely low temperatures—if you feel unsafe, uncomfortable, or just unsure 
about driving, don’t risk it. Be cautious! God wants us to be brave, but He doesn’t want us to be 
foolhardy. It is not a sin to miss Divine Liturgy if you are unable to drive to church. 
 
Even if we are unable to make to church due to poor winter weather, we are still expected to 
keep the Lord’s Day “holy”. Prayer doesn’t take a snow day! How can we sanctify the Lord’s Day 
from home?  
 
• Silence distractions (cell phones, TV, music, computer) for a time. 
• Gather for prayer before your icons, or at your dining room table. 
• Offer Morning Prayers from your prayer book. If you don’t have your prayer book handy, go to 

the “Prayer Corner” section on acrod.org. 
• If there are multiple people at home, take turns reading the prayers, or read them together. 
• Read the Bible Readings for the day. Look on your wall calendar for the references, or ac-

cess them on acrod.org. 
• As you pray, remember that you are spiritually united to God, the Saints, and to your fellow 

Orthodox Christians. 
 
On a related note: “flu season” is in full swing. Many parishioners have already been sick recent-
ly. There are many things we should share as Christians, but the flu and other contagious ill-
nesses are not in that category. If you are sick, it is NOT a sin to miss Divine Liturgy. If you have 
the flu, a stomach bug, or any other such illness—STAY HOME, rest, and work on your recovery. 
(Most schools say you have to be symptom-free for 24 hours before coming back; it’s not a bad 
idea for church, either!)  
 
As always, if you have any questions, feel free to speak to me. Stay warm! Be safe! To your 
health! And God bless you! 
 
Fr. David 



 

 

Sick Calls can be made at any time. Please phone the rectory 
(724-346-4457) when a family member is admitted to the hospi-
tal, or to request a home visit. Hospitals do not call to alert the 
parish when someone is admitted. 
 

Marriages are solemnized on Saturdays or Sundays. Circumstanc-
es may require a dispensation from the diocesan bishop. Consult 
the pastor at least six months in advance and before any plans 
have been made for the wedding reception. Marriages cannot be 
celebrated during the fasting seasons of the church, or on Fridays. 
 

Baptisms are usually scheduled on Saturdays or Sundays. Consult 
the pastor. Two godparents (godfather and godmother) are re-
quired, at least one of whom must be a practicing Orthodox Chris-
tian in good standing at an Orthodox parish, and the other (at 
least) a practicing, baptized Christian. 
 
 
 

Church Funerals are, under ordinary circumstances, provided for 
practicing Orthodox Christians who are current in their spiritual 
and material obligations to the parish; otherwise, the funeral 
service is conducted at the funeral home. The Church does not 
permit cremation. 
 

Parishioners in “good standing” are those Orthodox Christians 
who, as members of Saint John’s Orthodox Church, strive to live 
according to the teachings of the Orthodox Church; participate in 
the life of the parish through regular church attendance, regular 
reception of Holy Communion and periodic Holy Confession (and 
receive these sacraments no less than once a year); if married, 
having been married in the Orthodox Church; and financially sup-
port the parish (especially through an annual “pledge”).  
 
Prospective members and returning members are asked to fill out 
an application form, copies of which are available in the church 
office. 

Like Us on Facebook 

facebook.com/SaintJohnHermitagePA 
 

Follow Us on Instagram 

instagram.com/saintjohnhermitagepa 
 

Stay up-to-date on happenings throughout our Diocese 

Diocesan Website: http://www.acrod.org 

Camp Nazareth: http://www.campnazareth.org 

Facebook:  https://www.facebook.com/acroddiocese 

Twitter: https://twitter.com/acrodnews 

Sacramental and Membership Information 

SAINT JOHN’S ORTHODOX CHURCH 
 

3180 Morefield Road • Hermitage, PA 16148 
Office: 724-981-0571 • Rectory: 724-346-4457  

Fax: 724-308-6615 • Website: www.stjohnacroc.org 
 

Clergy: 
Rev. Father David Mastroberte 

Very Rev. Protopresbyter Michael Polanichka 
Rev. Deacon John Anderson 

 
A Parish of the American Carpatho-Russian Orthodox Diocese—Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople 



 

 

 

     ME N  TO  HO L D   

  CA N D L E S  
 

♦January 19 
                         

Tom Ristvey 
Pete Roman 
Steve Saluga 
Milan Shumkaroff 
Ed Slovesko 
 

♦January 26  
 

Gino Tofani 
Henry VanZanten 
Michael Waryanka 
Donald Yasnowsky 
Kevin Yasnowsky 

     ETERNAL LAMP SPONSOR 
 

                        January 5 

            In loving memory of Nephew 
 

John Kolbrich 
 

By: Margie Hromyak 
 

                       January 12 
 

       For all of our homebound members 
 

      By: All the parishioners at St. John’s 

  Happy Birthday! 
 

         January 6th Julie Gordon 
         January 7th Gary Yonchak 
         January 13th Melinda Ristvey 
         January 15th Michelle McMahon 

         Coffee Hour Sponsors 
          

                     January 5  
 

Farther David, Pani Vikkie & Family 

Happy Wedding  
Anniversary 

    

           January 15th 

          Kathleen & Ed Chuba 
                         

               January 15th 

       Margaret & Peter Tatusko 


